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You got working in Paint  Shop Pro down pretty good, now that you’ve got numbers on your car tga’s to go with the paint you want the right decals, but, can’t find any, what do you do?

You’ve gotta’ makem’ yourself, and here’s how to do it!

Create a folder on your desktop and title it “Decals”

Hit the internet automotive and racing sites, there’re loaded with lotsa’ racing component logos. When you find one you like, “right click” on it and save it as a gif in your decal folder.

Once you’ve gathered a nice supply of logos, bring them into  Paint Shop Pro, like I did
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Let’s do the “Red Line synthetic oil” first, ok?

First I’ve “minimized” the others so I can have lots of room to work with it, then I’ve expanded the window so I can cut it out easy.
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My window for Redline Oil is expanded, now 1st hit the selection button, 2nd the tool options, then in selection type, choose rectangle, because the Redline Oil logo is rectangular in shape. 3rd giving yourself room between the logo and the window border, make a rectangle that surrounds the whole logo, then release the mouse left button.
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Now cut your decal out 
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Now make a new image window for all your decals

Your Redline Oil decal is on your clip board now
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The following dimensions are what I usually use for making my temporary holding sheet for trimming the decals. The most important part of this is that you select transparent
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Now select your arrow tool and “right click” anywhere on the “image” window, and select “paste as New Layer”
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There it is, but, it’s got white corners you’ve got to get rid of. Here’s where the transparent image layer comes in handy. Now select the “magic wand”
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“Magic Wand” works fantastic for lots of stuff, now click it on the outside white corners, one corner at a time and hit the cut icon
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Once you’ve done all 4 corners, you might see some faint outlines where the white corners were. Select the magnifying glass to enlarge your work area and then pick the eraser to “rub out” the defects.
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When you’re happy it’s cleaned up, now it’s time to make your “Master Sheet” that will be home to all your decals. You can use my dimensions, just make sure you select transparent!
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Using the selection tool, outline the decal with a rectangle and cut it out
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Now select your arrow again, and then “right click” on the master sheet area and select “paste as new layer”
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There it is, but, it’s HUGE! So go up to the image button and select “resize”
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It’s a crap shoot to guess what size will look good. Regardless you will loose some resolution in your decals. I usually stay around 50% reduction and use “blur and sharpen” Just experiment and find out what you like.

Follow these guidelines for starters
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When dealing with “Resizing” you will get some “blur” to clean up some of it, select “effects” and “sharpen” Remember, when you apply your decal to a skin, you will have to resize it again, to get it just right, and if it’s sharpened too much it’s going to look bad! Make sure to slide your finished decal to one side of your master sheet, you got to make rows of them, nice and neat, not too close together unless you’re making cluster decals.
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I find it’s not best to save your layer until the last decal is put on, you’ll find yourself sliding them here, and there, just to get it just right, then save it as a “merged-visible “ layer later.

There ya’ go! Just repeat this process for all your decals and when you’re done putting them on the master sheet……

Choose “layers” and go down to “merge” then choose

“MERGE VISIBLE”
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That’s it. Save it to your desktop or folder for quick access

Keep it in psp format for yourself
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NICE JOB DUDE ! ! !
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I hope this clears up some things about making decals, with practice and experimenting, you can do anything!

Give me a holler if ya’ got questions  woolie@gotocrystal.net

